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nothing is done to relieve the animal and the cause continues to be present, the skin breaks, cracks crosswise, and discharges a gummy liquid which has a very foul odor. From this stage the area of skin affected may extend down to the heel or upward to the hock. When the disease is permitted to take its course untreated, the condition frequently becomes chronic, resulting in the formation of the wart-like growths at the ankle. The animal is stiff and lame in succession. Grease affects the hind legs most, but may occur on all four legs.
Treatment
Whatever the cause may be, it must be removed. If possible, the animal should not be worked during treatment. First clip the hair away from the affected parts of the leg and wash thoroughly with warm water and soap. Scrape off all accumulations of manure and caked mud. Following this, dry the leg with cloths and bathe it carefully with a solution made of 2 drams of sugar of lead in a quart of water. This treatment should be repeated daily. Bandages may be applied to keep out dirt and litter. The horse should be kept in a stall well bedded with clean dry straw, or run in a pasture that contains no mud or water holes.
Vaseline and other greasy substances are of no value and serve only to collect dust and dirt. If the animal must be worked, no treatment is likely to be satisfactory. Sometimes a surgical operation is necessary to remove the grape-like warts.
FISTULOUS WITHERS AND POLL-EVIL
The term fistula means a passage or opening through the skin, leading to an abscess in the deeper layers of flesh or muscle underneath. When the fistula is located near the withers, the name fistulous withers is used, but when the discharge of pus appears at the back of the head, it is called poll-evil The opening in the skin either at the withers or